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Word of the Day is “Super Computer”
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FLOPS (Floating-Point Operations Per Second)
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“Super Computer” is a computer with very high-
level computational capacities compared to a
general-purpose computer such as a personal
desktop or laptop. This kind of computer can do
jobs faster than any other computer of its
generation. They are usually thousand times faster
than ordinary personal computers. Super
computers can do arithmetic jobs very fast, so
they are used for weather forecasting, code-
breaking, genetic analysis and other jobs that need
many calculations.

Today’s laptop would have been a supercomputer
only a couple of decades ago. No matter how fast
today’s general-purpose computers are, there will
always be a need for much more powerful
machines.

Supercomputer has a power to execute many
processes simultaneously on thousands of
processors. These types of processors can execute
billions and trillion of instructions per seconds, so
its computing performance matrix is FLOPS (that is
floating-point operations per second). This is also a
reason of supercomputers being more expensive.
Super computers were first introduced in 1960s by
Seymour Roger Cray at Control Data Corporation
(CDC), and have been used intensively in science
and engineering ever since.

Interesting Facts:-
World’'s most powerful super computer named
“‘FUGAKU” is designed as a project between
RIKEN and Japanese computing firm Fujitsu.
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